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I joined Reps. Bridget Kosierowski and Kyle Mullins 
and Sen. Marty Flynn & Congressman Matt 
Cartwright in honoring Jim Brogna as the ‘UNICAN 
of the Year.’ For over half a century, this Italian-
American service organization has raised tens of 
thousands of dollars annually for scholarships and 
non-profits locally and nationally.

NEW CRIME: 
EVADING POLICE ON FOOT
There’s a new law on the books that makes it a crime to evade arrest or detention 
from a police officer by foot. This is a law I wholeheartedly supported. 

When individuals flee from police who are attempting to lawfully place them 
under arrest, they create a risk of harm not only to the police, but also to innocent 
bystanders and themselves. Until now, the state was silent on this danger.

Many of you may remember the incident 
that took the life of Scranton police 
Officer John Wilding in July 2015. While 
we cannot change the past and the 
tragic loss of Officer Wilding, we now 
have the ability to better protect law 
enforcement in the future.

At a ceremony celebrating the new law in 
honor of Officer Wilding.

Scan the 
QR code to 
listen to my 
remarks on 
this issue.

I met with regional 
members of the Outdoor 
Advertising Association 
of Pennsylvania 
(OAAP), including (L to 
R) Tommy Donohue of 
Lamar Scranton; Geoff 
MacGregor, Lamar 
Scranton & Treasurer 
OAAP; Rep. Welby; and Tom 
Donohue, general manager 
of Lamar Scranton.

I met with members of Bikers For Justice regarding “Kayden’s Law,” legislation that would protect children and ensure that 
the best interest of the child is the top priority in custody proceedings. Also with the group were six corrections exonerees who did 
not receive just compensation from the state for their wrongful convictions. The group also advocated for A.B.A.T.E., an alliance 
of bikers dedicated to protecting the individual rights of motorcyclists through political change, charitable works, and public 
education.

Lackawanna County senators and 
representatives honored the family 

and memory of fallen Scranton 
Police Officer John Wilding.

OUT AND ABOUT
I recently met with representatives of the 
Epilepsy Association to discuss a variety 
of common challenges faced by those 
living with epilepsy and those supporting 
the individuals with epilepsy. Pictured L 
to R: Jordan Hinds, Community Program 
Coordinator at the Epilepsy Association 
of Western and Central PA; and epilepsy 
advocate volunteers Kelly Young and 
Diane Basty.

I joined Reps. Chris Sainato & Karen Boback in honoring service search & rescue dogs and their handlers, as well as paying tribute 
to service and therapy animals from across the Commonwealth.

This past summer, I witnessed two rallies/programs that dealt with the serious 
and often forgotten or ignored issues that affect persons with varied abilities. The 
first, pictured above, was with the Pennsylvania Council on Independent Living in 
Harrisburg where serious concerns were expressed about people with disabilities 
and their families, and the various direct services that they require in their lives. 
The second was the anniversary celebration at Nay Aug Park, of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990. This act prohibits discrimination against individuals 
with disabilities in all areas of public life, including jobs, schools, transportation, 
and all public and private places that are open to the general public. While this act 
was LONG overdue – we still have miles to go to provide proper accessibility for 
those with mobility issues on our streets, in businesses, and in public buildings! MY STAFF AND I CAN HELP YOU WITH: 

 9 PACE/PACENET – pharmaceutical assistance for qualified 
senior citizens

 9 Property Tax/Rent Rebates – homeowner/renter help for 
eligible Pennsylvanians

 9 Unclaimed Property – owner claims with the PA Department 
of Treasury 

 9 Unemployment – assistance with PA Department of Labor 
and Industry

 9 LIHEAP – Low-Income Home Energy Assistance

 9 LIHWAP – Low-Income Household Water Assistance

 9 COMPASS – Departments of Health and Human Services 
benefits

 9 PennDOT – $10 retired status vehicle registrations for  
eligible seniors

 9 Disability license plates and placards

 9 Surrender of driver’s license for  
state issued ID Card – FREE

We can also help arrange tours of the state Capitol for 
individuals or groups as well as memorialize outstanding local 
accomplishments and important family milestones with a 
personalized citation…contact us today!



ARE YOU NEW TO 
MEDICARE?

This summer, I held an ‘Are You New to Medicare’ 
seminar at the Marketplace at Steamtown together 
with the United Way of Lackawanna and Wayne 
Counties and their program manager, Sephanie 
Miller, who is the local coordinator for PA MEDI.

I met with members of Teach Plus regarding adequate and 
equitable school funding; early childhood education funding 
and issues; and expanding and diversifying the teacher pipeline, 
as well as safety in all of our schools. I am happy to report that 
this legislature provided additional funding for all of the areas 
of concern – in addition to increased funding for mental health 
issues in our schools. While we will never (in my opinion) provide 
enough funding to our schools that are most in need, this year we 
have done more than I have seen accomplished in the last 40 years! 
Pictured (L to R) are Donna Kilgore, Pre-K teacher in Swoyersville; 
Rep. Welby; and Laura Perry Sosik, an elementary school teacher in 
Scranton.

SUPPORTING THE 2022-23 STATE BUDGET 
A BUDGET FOR ALL

This year’s budget may have been approved a few days 
late, but it was worth the delay as it makes important 
investments in our communities and, more importantly, in 
our families.

First and foremost – this no-tax-increase budget delivers a 
historic increase in state funding for education, money that 
will fund school programs, pay teachers, and provides record 
funding to schools that have been underfunded for decades, 
if not longer.

The Scranton School District has been severely underfunded 
by the state for years. With a 22.5% increase in basic 
education funding, and 15% more for special education, 
this is a positive step forward. It won’t correct the problem 
entirely, but this investment in our children is an important 
one. Similarly, Abington Heights will receive 8.9% and 3.4% 
more, respectively.

Pre-K Counts saw a 25% increase and extra funding also was 
provided for Head Start and Early Intervention.

But the support doesn’t stop there. This budget puts 
more funding into career and technical education, and 
extra funding into the Pennsylvania Higher Education 
Assistance Agency to increase state aid for college students. 
Community colleges, including Lackawanna Community 
College, also benefited from a 4.6% increase.

School safety also saw significant funding for both physical 
and mental health safety in schools.

The budget also includes a one-time benefit increase for 
the Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program, which helps seniors. 
The additional money will provide current participants with 

a one-time benefit boost equal to 70% of what they receive in this 
year’s rebate.

Another positive from the budget is over $4 million in funding for 
the new Lackawanna County Health Department. This is a welcome 
influx from the state that otherwise would have had to come from 
county taxpayers.

Other investments provide additional funding for childcare, a new 
childcare state tax credit and include a new Whole-Home Repair 
program, which will provide grants to homeowners for needed home 
repairs.

It also sets aside $100 million for affordable housing construction and 
makes major investments in the outdoors.

PROPERTY TAX/RENT REBATE BOOST
Thanks to the budget, Pennsylvanians who filed for the 2021 
rebate will receive a one-time 70% bonus rebate of between 
$175-$455 in the coming months. If you’ve already applied, you 
do not need to do anything to receive this additional payment. 
You’ll receive it the same way that you received your original 
rebate, either by direct deposit or check.

If you haven’t applied, don’t delay! The deadline is Dec. 31. 
Contact my office for assistance or visit mypath.pa.gov to file 
your application online.

BUDGET SETS UP NEW LAW ENFORCEMENT 
SUPPORT GRANT PROGRAM
SCRANTON ELIGIBLE FOR UP TO $10 MILLION
The state budget appropriates $135 million in federal American 
Rescue Plan Act funding for a new Local Law Enforcement Support 
Grant Program within the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and 
Delinquency. 

Once the program is operational, Municipal and local police 
agencies, campus or university police departments, railroad or 
state railroad departments, airport authority police and county 
park police will be able to apply for the grants. PCCD will prioritize 
grants for areas with high rates of violence or low clearance rates, 
and funding limits are based on a municipality’s size.

The purpose of the grant program is to:

 9 provide law enforcement with the necessary resources to 
make information technology improvements.

 9 purchase or upgrade equipment.

 9 cover nontraditional law enforcement personnel costs. 

 9 support retention and recruitment efforts.

 9 provide necessary training and related expenses.

$6.16 MILLION INVESTED IN THE DISTRICT
One of the duties I have as state representative is to ensure that state and federal funding makes its way back to the district to benefit 
our communities. These are your tax dollars and I’m glad to do my part.

The following is a breakdown of the funding distributed throughout our communities in the last few months. 

Health care workers have been on the front lines fighting the pandemic for more than two years, and many facilities are struggling to 
keep these heroes on the workforce while remaining at patient capacity. I was proud to vote for legislation that provides millions to 
support health care at various levels. Nearly $3 million was provided to support the workforce needs of area hospitals:

 9 Geisinger Community Medical Center - $1,730,169. 

 9 Moses Taylor Hospital - $720,412. 

 9 Regional Hospital of Scranton - $520,644. 

The region also received more than $3 million in funding from the Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program:

 9 City of Scranton – $1 million for the Biden Street streetscape 
project. Work will include installing cement concrete 
sidewalks, colored stamped concrete sidewalks, concrete 
curb, storm inlet with sump/hood, storm pipe, rain gardens, 
tree and tree pit, disability ramp, raised intersections for traffic 
calming, period lights with foundation, sidewalk vault repairs, 
bike land solid markings, street sign with period poles, wiring 
and conduit, power supply, and testing pavement resurfacing 
and lighted entrance signage. 

 9 Maternal and Family Health Services Inc. – $900,000 to 
renovate former retail space into a clinical and administrative 
site at a first-floor location in the Marketplace at Steamtown. 

 9 Scranton Preparatory School – $750,000 for renovations 
including exterior repointing and miscellaneous repairs, 
resurfacing and/or replacing gymnasium floors, first floor 
computer lab upgrades, fourth floor HVAC and lighting, and 
fourth floor classroom and office upgrades.

 9 Scranton-Lackawanna Human Development Agency (Now 
known as the Agency for Community EmPOWERment of 
NEPA) – $500,000 for Phase II of the Pre-K Center project. The 
work includes expanding classroom capacity, safety measures, 
HVAC and electrical work. 

 9 A $45,000 grant was awarded to the county to help job 
seekers develop critical tech skills and digital platform 
training. Several courses will be taught to train job seekers on 
searching for jobs online and how to use online platforms.

WELBY OFFICE OFFERS 
VETERANS OUTREACH

VETERANS OUTREACH AT THE MARKETPLACE AT 
STEAMTOWN WITH INFORMATION SPECIALISTS: 
Christopher Smith, Public Works – City of Scranton, 
Warrior Strong Inc.; Dan Dudkiewicz, Pennsylvania 
Department of Military and Veterans Affairs; David 
Eisele, President of Pennsylvania State Association 
of County Directors of Veterans Affairs; Erin Carden, 
Lackawanna County Veterans; Affairs; Jim McElroy, 
Outreach – Center for Community Resources; Jeff 
DeLuca and attorney Frank Bolock, The Recovery Bank; 
Angela Rempe Jones, District Office Director; Rep. 
Thom Welby.

Join me, Reps. Bridget Kosierowski and Kyle Mullins, and 
Sen. Marty Flynn for a county-wide senior fair on Sept. 9. 
For more information, contact my office at 570-342-4348.

Pictured are staff members 
Adam Piasecki, Joe Triano, 
and District Office Director 
Angela Rempe Jones. 

Stephanie Miller, 
Local coordinator for 
PA MEDI.
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I joined Reps. Bridget Kosierowski and Kyle Mullins 
and Sen. Marty Flynn & Congressman Matt 
Cartwright in honoring Jim Brogna as the ‘UNICAN 
of the Year.’ For over half a century, this Italian-
American service organization has raised tens of 
thousands of dollars annually for scholarships and 
non-profits locally and nationally.

NEW CRIME: 
EVADING POLICE ON FOOT
There’s a new law on the books that makes it a crime to evade arrest or detention 
from a police officer by foot. This is a law I wholeheartedly supported. 

When individuals flee from police who are attempting to lawfully place them 
under arrest, they create a risk of harm not only to the police, but also to innocent 
bystanders and themselves. Until now, the state was silent on this danger.

Many of you may remember the incident 
that took the life of Scranton police 
Officer John Wilding in July 2015. While 
we cannot change the past and the 
tragic loss of Officer Wilding, we now 
have the ability to better protect law 
enforcement in the future.

At a ceremony celebrating the new law in 
honor of Officer Wilding.

Scan the 
QR code to 
listen to my 
remarks on 
this issue.

I met with regional 
members of the Outdoor 
Advertising Association 
of Pennsylvania 
(OAAP), including (L to 
R) Tommy Donohue of 
Lamar Scranton; Geoff 
MacGregor, Lamar 
Scranton & Treasurer 
OAAP; Rep. Welby; and Tom 
Donohue, general manager 
of Lamar Scranton.

I met with members of Bikers For Justice regarding “Kayden’s Law,” legislation that would protect children and ensure that 
the best interest of the child is the top priority in custody proceedings. Also with the group were six corrections exonerees who did 
not receive just compensation from the state for their wrongful convictions. The group also advocated for A.B.A.T.E., an alliance 
of bikers dedicated to protecting the individual rights of motorcyclists through political change, charitable works, and public 
education.

Lackawanna County senators and 
representatives honored the family 

and memory of fallen Scranton 
Police Officer John Wilding.

OUT AND ABOUT
I recently met with representatives of the 
Epilepsy Association to discuss a variety 
of common challenges faced by those 
living with epilepsy and those supporting 
the individuals with epilepsy. Pictured L 
to R: Jordan Hinds, Community Program 
Coordinator at the Epilepsy Association 
of Western and Central PA; and epilepsy 
advocate volunteers Kelly Young and 
Diane Basty.

I joined Reps. Chris Sainato & Karen Boback in honoring service search & rescue dogs and their handlers, as well as paying tribute 
to service and therapy animals from across the Commonwealth.

This past summer, I witnessed two rallies/programs that dealt with the serious 
and often forgotten or ignored issues that affect persons with varied abilities. The 
first, pictured above, was with the Pennsylvania Council on Independent Living in 
Harrisburg where serious concerns were expressed about people with disabilities 
and their families, and the various direct services that they require in their lives. 
The second was the anniversary celebration at Nay Aug Park, of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990. This act prohibits discrimination against individuals 
with disabilities in all areas of public life, including jobs, schools, transportation, 
and all public and private places that are open to the general public. While this act 
was LONG overdue – we still have miles to go to provide proper accessibility for 
those with mobility issues on our streets, in businesses, and in public buildings! MY STAFF AND I CAN HELP YOU WITH: 

 9 PACE/PACENET – pharmaceutical assistance for qualified 
senior citizens

 9 Property Tax/Rent Rebates – homeowner/renter help for 
eligible Pennsylvanians

 9 Unclaimed Property – owner claims with the PA Department 
of Treasury 

 9 Unemployment – assistance with PA Department of Labor 
and Industry

 9 LIHEAP – Low-Income Home Energy Assistance

 9 LIHWAP – Low-Income Household Water Assistance

 9 COMPASS – Departments of Health and Human Services 
benefits

 9 PennDOT – $10 retired status vehicle registrations for  
eligible seniors

 9 Disability license plates and placards

 9 Surrender of driver’s license for  
state issued ID Card – FREE

We can also help arrange tours of the state Capitol for 
individuals or groups as well as memorialize outstanding local 
accomplishments and important family milestones with a 
personalized citation…contact us today!
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thousands of dollars annually for scholarships and 
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There’s a new law on the books that makes it a crime to evade arrest or detention 
from a police officer by foot. This is a law I wholeheartedly supported. 

When individuals flee from police who are attempting to lawfully place them 
under arrest, they create a risk of harm not only to the police, but also to innocent 
bystanders and themselves. Until now, the state was silent on this danger.

Many of you may remember the incident 
that took the life of Scranton police 
Officer John Wilding in July 2015. While 
we cannot change the past and the 
tragic loss of Officer Wilding, we now 
have the ability to better protect law 
enforcement in the future.

At a ceremony celebrating the new law in 
honor of Officer Wilding.

Scan the 
QR code to 
listen to my 
remarks on 
this issue.

I met with regional 
members of the Outdoor 
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(OAAP), including (L to 
R) Tommy Donohue of 
Lamar Scranton; Geoff 
MacGregor, Lamar 
Scranton & Treasurer 
OAAP; Rep. Welby; and Tom 
Donohue, general manager 
of Lamar Scranton.
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